
 

Code of Ethics 
 
1. EFFA is a non-profit organization that gathers in its ranks film festivals that take place in 
countries included in the European Union and Schengen Area.  
 
2. EFFA defines a film festival as a planned, prolonged presentation of films in one or more 
venues.  
 
3. An EFFA Film Festival should strive towards making films accessible to an audience while 
promoting and enhancing the work of film-makers. Film Festivals hold responsibility both 
towards their audience and to the filmmakers and their work. 
 
4. If a festival defines itself as an international festival it should show in the program as well as 
in the organization of the event. 80% of its program should be international and screenings 
should be made available to all audiences through subtitles. All press and communication 
regarding the event should be made in both the national language as well as the English 
language. 
 
5. An EFFA Film Festival will guarantee that at least 50% of their programmed films come from 
countries in the European Union and/or Schengen Area.  
 
6. Rules of the competition shall be made available to all participants.  
 
7.  EFFA requires cooperation amongst its members.. 
 
8. Cooperation must have a value for all parties involved. 
 
9. The goal is to create a dialogue between film festivals, to guarantee a full support of a 
european films’ career.  
 
10. Cooperation can be of 3 types: curated programs, jury and guest speakers.  
 
10.1 Curated programs must be discussed by both parties in order to correctly present the events 
and the authors of the films. The content must be a selection of films or a film from the country 
of origin of the festival curating the program. The hosting festival will be responsible for the 
quality of the screening. 
 
 
10.2 The Director/s and/or Programmers of the festivals can serve on the jury of other members 
of the Alliance. Travel and lodging expenses will be covered from the hosting festival for the 
Jurors. The Jurors on their hand will not ask for compensation for their work on the jury. 
 
10.3. The Director/s and/or Programmers of the festivals can host workshops and talks according 
to their field of expertise, personal careers and festival roles.The content for the event should be 



agreed upon in advance. Travel and lodging expenses will be covered from the hosting festival 
for the Guests. The Guests on their hand will not ask for compensation for their work on the jury. 
 
 
 
11. EFFA values diversity in the festival world.  The members’ programs should reflect this 
diversity. 
 
 
12. The festival dates are determined according to the members’ calendars as to not overlap the 
events. 
 
13. Each member should dedicate 2 social media posts to each of the other members throughout 
the year and 4 total posts to patterns festivals. 
 
14. The EFFA Logo should be present on each member’s website,  program and promo material. 


